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Use of Mobile Phones by Beavers, Cubs and Scouts

This policy sets out the guidance for the use of mobile phones (and other similar devices such as iPads and smart watches), by young people. The aim is to protect young people and ensure safe scouting is enjoyed by all.  

1. Policy Statement

It is the policy of 1st Linslade Scout Group, that mobile phones should not be brought to weekly meetings, camps, or any other scouting activities (except in circumstances covered in Section 4 of this policy). 

2. Reasons behind the Policy Statement

The reasons are: 

1) Scouts (our national organisation) requires us to have an InTouch procedure for contacting parents or relevant authorities in case of need. The safety of every young person is the responsibility of the Leader, and they will always have their own form of emergency contact, should problems arise. You will be advised of the InTouch procedure (and contact numbers), prior to any activity.  

2) Having access to a mobile phone gives young people the opportunity to contact their parents directly, bypassing the role of Leaders. Undue distress may be caused on the part of the parent and/or their child concerning incidents which Leaders may know nothing about it. This particularly applies to cases of homesickness. It is important that young people use a Leader as their first point of contact for any concerns or problems so that the Leader can work to resolve these issues. Leaders will then arrange to contact parents via the official channels as and when necessary.

3) As most mobile phones have cameras and internet access, there is the potential for actions taken by young people, however innocent the intent, to be misinterpreted, leading unintentionally to Child Protection and Safeguarding issues. This is particularly true if photographs are taken without consent or are inappropriate and then subsequently broadcast on social networks.

4) At weekly meetings, phones can be a source of disruption with constant interruptions by taking calls, texting, playing games or listening to music. This makes it very difficult to run an exciting, educational and safe programme.

5) Activities often involve actions that could cause damage, such as devices falling onto the ground or getting wet.


3. How Parents and Guardians Can Help 

Parents can help us avoid these problems by ensuring their child does not bring a phone to a scouting activity. If a young person is found to be using a mobile phone during a weekly meeting, camp, or other scouting activity, outside of any agreed circumstances, they may be
withdrawn from that activity and parents or carers may be asked to collect them immediately.

Any persistent abuse of this policy could lead to a young person being suspended or asked to leave the Group. 

4. When it is acceptable to bring a mobile phone

1) We are aware that some young people arrive for meetings alone and parents wish them to carry phones for safety reasons. In these situations, the phone should be switched off on arrival and kept out of sight.   1st Linslade Scout Group cannot accept any responsibility for any loss or damage to a mobile device.

2) In exceptional circumstances, young people may be asked to bring a phone or device to a specific event. This will be at the discretion of the Leader or Group Lead Volunteer but may include:

a) Planning an expedition requiring access to online maps

b) During an expedition, if not accompanied by a Leader. In these circumstances, it would be useful if the app ‘What Three Words’ was installed as this can be used to identify a location.

Please note that 1st Linslade Scout Group cannot accept any responsibility for any loss or damage to a mobile device

Other relevant policies

1st Linslade Scout Group Child Protection (Safeguarding) Policy and Procedures. 

Childline Mobile Phone Safety

Childline Staying Safe Online
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